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Cognitive Biases
It is quite common for individuals to find themselves in scenarios and situations where they are required to make decisions using imperfect information. In this regard, many people tend to rely on prejudices and biases. For instance, it is typical for individuals to trust authoritative figures compared to ordinary people. It is also common for people to make assumptions of another’s gender based on their professions. As such, individuals are driven into making poor and irrational decisions based on the information they are accorded. These facts shared above were proven or rather experimented by Yale University psychologist Stanley Milgram through the shock experiment. Milgram’s experiment focused on the conflict between obedience to authority and personal conscience. He purposely endeavored to offer justification for the acts of genocide offered by those accused at the World War II, Nuremberg War Criminal trials (Arceneaux, 2012). This is because in their defense, their accused noted that they were just following orders from their superiors and as such, were just obeying authority.
Milgram’s experiment centered on identifying how far individuals would go in obeying instructions when it involved causing harm to others. As such, he wanted to see how easy it is for individuals to be influenced and manipulated to commit atrocities (Douros, 2021). The volunteers are taken through a controlled experiment where they were divided into teachers and learners. While the learners were strapped onto electric chairs and given a list of words to memorize, teachers were tasked with administering electric shock whenever the learners made errors. The level of shock was increased every time the learner made a mistake. The experiment was however fixed and the leaners were compelled to always utter wrong answers. The objective was to see how far the teachers would go into administering the electric shock. The teachers were given a series of 4 orders whenever they refused to administer the electric shock. It was gathered from the experiment that ordinary people are likely to follow orders given by an authority figure, even to the extent of killing an innocent human being. 
There was distinctiveness, consensus and consistency in the actions of the teachers because obedience to authority was ingrained in all of them. They obeyed the orders from the experimenters because they were under the notion that their authority was morally right or rather legally based. According to McShane et al. (2013), the response individual’s harbor to legitimate authority is acquired in various situations including family, school and workplaces.  Milgram supported the findings and actions of the participants to the attribution/ agency theory. From Douros (2021) perspective, “Agency theory says that people will obey an authority when they believe that the authority will take responsibility for the consequences of their actions”. The above statement is evidenced and supported in Milgram’s experiment. It was noted that no teacher was willing to obey the orders when they were informed that they would take responsibility for their actions (Arceneaux, 2012). On the contrary, many of the participants swiftly obeyed when the experimenters took full responsibility of the situation. 
Additionally, the perception problem involving the single guy who has not been able to get into a lasting relationship is associated with the group attribution error. It is a form of cognitive bias that involves the overgeneralization of the behaviors of a group of people based on the interaction with a few members from the group (Arceneaux, 2012). This is because the single guy perceives that all women in his range are not interested in relationships from his previous dates. Furthermore, I can firmly attest that gender bias is prevalent in my life. This is because from my upbringing, I perceive women as better caregivers compared to men. While I was brought up by both parents, it is my mother who was more involved in the household duties and attended better to our needs and concerns. 
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